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Module Aims 
 
To enable students to: 
 

 Develop understanding of the individual learning needs of all children and young people 
including those who have ALN/SEN; 

 Develop understanding of a range of learning needs that fall onto the spectrum of 
ALN/SEN; 

 Develop a theoretical understanding of the key issues surrounding ALN/SEN; 

 Develop understanding of relevant policies and legislative documentation relating to 
ALN/SEN. 

 
 

 
Expected Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 

 
1. Appreciate the range of ALN/SEN and the need for early identification; 
2. Reflect upon current educational provision and practice for children and young people 

with ALN/SEN; 
3. Develop an understanding of how the historical context influences current ALN/SEN 

provision; 
4. Gain insight into the potential barriers to learning experienced by some individuals in 

educational settings. 
 

 

 
Assessment:  
 
An essay which focuses on high incidence examples of SEN/ALN in mainstream/special 
provision and discusses strategies used to support learners who have these needs. 
 
Assessment 
number  
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to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration 
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent 
if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

1-4 Essay 100%  3,000 

 

 
Learning and Teaching Strategies 
 
The module will use a variety of methods for teaching and learning, including lectures, group 
work, e-learning and presentations enhanced by outside speakers with expertise in 
supporting children and young people with a range of ALN/SEN. 
 
Students will be expected to make full use of the University’s library and VLE to enhance their 
study. 
 



During placement, students will be required to complete a research task linked to this 
module, which will inform their assignment. 
 
 

 
Syllabus outline 
 

 Individual learning styles and needs; 

 Definitions of ‘Special Educational Needs’ and ‘Additional Learning Needs’; 

 The history of SEN provision; 

 Exploring a range of common conditions which constitute ALN/SEN in both mainstream 
and specialised settings; 

 The importance of early identification of ALN/SEN and the potential barriers for learning 
which need to be removed; 

 Current provision and practice for children and young people with ALN/SEN. 
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